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THAT'S WHEN COLORFUL AUTUMN CAME 
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Me 
THAT'S WHEN THE HARVEST WAS IN... 
OR, AT LEAST, PRETTY MUCH OF IT..... 
ANO MOTHER WAS CANNING, AND THE 
TANTALIZINGLY DELICIOUS AROMA OF 
CATSUP COOKING ON THE OLD KITCHEN 
STOVE TEASED A BOY’S NOSTRILS AND 
A GIRL’S, TOO. AND WHEN THE LEAVES, 
LIKE NOWADAYS, BEGAN TO FALL ....+. 
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THAT MAKES MANY AN OLO BOY THINK OF YEARS AGO BECAUSE 
THOSE WERE HIS GOOD OLD DAYS WHEN HE WAS A YOUNG Boy, 
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Our wtp Doll a $9.98 GEMS OF THOUGHT 
mi shi703 \ ie £ . a : By Ralph Waldo Emerson . . . 
tT as “ Happiness is a perfume you can- 
body Aneiyen- not pour on others without getting 


a few drops on yourself.” 


By Benjamin Franklin . . ‘ 
Content makes poor men rich, dis- 
content makes rich men poor.” 


stered in green 
English leather 
cloth; padded 


. with pol- By Daniel Webster .... . 
iahed slide braces. Wheels are 8% inches, all : 
steel, fitted with %-inch rubber tires. The most “The most important thought i ev- 


ponuier English ae on the market. 
J omets  yppahedpinine MRNe 28. 


er had was that of my. individual 
responsibility to God” 
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"Thank you for the Crimpville Comments. I did enjoy 
reading them. There are not many left that remember 
the yesteryears."--Rose Russen. She also reminds us 
of the times that one could travel to Milford on the 
trolley for five cents ! Sometimes, during the 
summer, the motorman would stop his trolley of the. 
open air type, and savor a good cold refreshing 
drink of spring water found near the Russen home on 
Box Pond. Imagine trying that today in a speeding — 
bus ! Ah, the good old days ! oe 


for 89. Gan and do often walk to the dining 
area--you do not know how good it made me feel 
to receive the Bellingham Commission "Crimpville 
Comments"--I found most interesting--never more 
so." Her son is Dr. Alton Thomas of Woonsocket. 


"T do enjoy the Crimpville Comments very much, 

Being an old timer it is good to read about os 

things that have happened in our town years ago." Baas 
Mary Walsh. 


twhat a pleasant surprise---copy of Crimpville Comments. (Dec.'75) I hope 
you will keep me on your mailing list. My father and mother were in the . 
center-fold picture.” Carroll White, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


"This is a message of congratulation regarding the issue of the 'Crimpville 
Comments'--we enjoyed it greatly partly for the new information regarding — 
the Bellingham area---and the pleasant memories it provoked of that pleas= 
ant visit we had with you last Autumn. (0ct.'75) ---your mile by mile © 
‘translation! of Nathan Hale's march through Bellingham answered many 
questions." A.B.Cook, Owosso, Michigan. The distant grandparents of 
Mr. Cook, Seth and Urania Cook, resided in the little house on South Main 
street just below the High School. As a small boy he had the unusual 
opportunity to hear Carry Nation lecture on the evils of strong drinkl 


And from Mrs. Richard Howard, (Loula Cole, former teacher--192)-1929 ) 
"This is a thank you for the very interesting copy of 'Crimpville Comments! 


new. When we came out of the show the car was gone. A few days later 

the police found it in Woonsocket, dry of gas and oil, and missing also, 
the jacket on the back of which I had featured a staff and notes of one of 
Dick's songse We were so pleased that I got the car back in good condition, 
that we did not consider the loss of the jacket until quite some time later. 


Weatherwise saying: Seah at 

(In the Western sky) “Red at night--sailors delight" ges0 (seen 
(will be beautiful day.) (i THE: 

(In the Eastern sky) "Red in the morning~--sailors Ree : 


-take warning." (Storm coming) arnt 


A little aid, 

Just here and-there, 

Removes from life 

Much toil and care. 2 
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t HISTORY OF BEY.LINGHAM FIRE DEPARTMENT 
GUEST EDITOR Chief Vincent R. Thayer 


A FIREMAN'S PRAYER 


: § When I am called to duty, God, 

BW Wherever flames may rage; 

}Give me strength to save some life, 

Whatever be its age. 

Help me embrace a little child 

Before it is too late; 

Or save an older person from 

iThe horror of that fate. 

f Enable me to be alert 

@ and hear the weakest shout, 

And quickly and efficiently 

;To put the fire out. 

#I want to fill my calling and 

'To give the best in me 

#To guard my every neighbor and 

| Protect his property. 

mee And if according to your will 

= ju I have to lose my life, 

“eli igo Please bless with your protecting hand, 
feel Tal children and my wife. 
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aa FIRE DISASTER : 
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ton a warm Sunday evening of October 1871, a 

j thoughtless, careless act sparked a fire in a 
| 

i 


| modest city home. It seemed small and easy to 
See control. But it wasn't. Thirty hours later 
mm 2,100 acres of Chicago were a blackened, smold- 
~ ering waste. More than 200 of its citizens had 
lmost ity 500 buildings were in ruins. Direct 
rect costs incalculable. 
» Fire Prevention Week is observed annually, nati- 


ENGINEERING & 
SAFETY SERVICE 
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perished, 100, 900 were homel 
|losses were $16 8,000, 000, th 
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a during fie week eee ine de babar 9, its anniversary date. Fire Prevention 
was first officially proclaimed in the United States and Canada in 1922. It 
ly reminds us that fires are not unavoidable accidents. They are always the 
, of some thoughtless act or neglect, and they exact heavy penalties. 
average man or woman has little knowledge of fires, fire causes, or fire preve- 
1. For most people fire is an isolated occurrence seen in passing or an item 
s in the daily paper to be forgotten. Even the consequences of serious fires 
ain little more than temporary pu ublic recognition. Hardly a day goes by but that 
papers tell of someone burned to death in bed, and too frequently there is a 
of a holocaust involving a number of people. The public must be made to 
stand that fire prevé ntion and the guidance their local fire department cffers 


n 
It Panne be emphasized too strongly that tefore the 
conscious it must be made to realize that che fire 
ted in the general welfare of the community. To do 
er fire departments perform all sorts of emergency 


' vital concern to th 
lc is made fire preve 
artment is vitally i 
3, Bellingham and ma ay 
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I REMEMBER that when one compares the present Fire Department with it's 

modern ten pieces of mobile equipment, fully equipped, with 
radios and trained professional firefighters we must realize 

that time changes many things and most evident here are those who think back previo- 

us to 1930 when there was no mobile fae equipment and a group of men, volunteers, 

‘ 


who left their milking stools and their farm life to come to the call of the chureh 
bell to fight fires with pails of water or soda and acid extinguishers that were 

kept in a small one room building on the North side of the Town Hall. These 

were led by L. Francis Thayer, who was top-man as'Town Forest Warden! for 33 
assisted by Warren Whiting, Edgar Scott, Eldred Wentzel, Har Chase, Ernest 
Edmund Goggins and many others. We note that as early as 1880, Nathan A. Cook « 
Henry Whitney were Forest Fire Wardens. Majority of fire problems arose fro 
sparks of passing locomotives while in town. The Railroad reimbursed the T 
extinguishing these fires. For many years we were dependent on the neigh 
towns of Medway, Franklin, Milford and Woonsocket to answer our call for hel 
put out house fires that were too big for us to handle without equipment. ny 
we gave them mutual aid in fighting forest fires when requested. Recent ye 
firefighters will recall the mutual aid given to all these towns and to a 
lar request to assist at the Chelsea fire in 1973. Oddly ,we were on "Bel 
Street" at that firel A 
There are still a few who remember Warden Thayer rushing to the Center scl 
get boys to aid in fire fighting. There was no thought of danger, of torn 
singed eyebrows or if the parents would object and sue the Town! That woul 
unthinkable to even suggest such a respite from "Reading,Riting, and 'rithme 
today with society set up to sue at every little excuse. 
We note that in 1910 the Town voted $100 for forest eee ERE ieee sae ext 
ishers of the soda-acid type were purchased. 


Bellingtan school house and a private home. The Town appropriated ree 00 to 
"Relief Fund" in appreciation for their services. 
A hearse house was erected in the Center Cemetery in 1875 and a "winter He. 
was purchased in 1877 to be kept therein. In 1912 the Selectmen recommend 


converted to a "Fire Department Building" set north of the Town Hall. 
purchased a forest fire wagon, fully equipped from Carroll E. White for $ 
be kept in the new building. (May have been the old Hearse.) Ralph White C 
a "moving story" of how the building was finally moved by his father who had 1 
hired for that reason. When the horses got out onto Mechanic street with sir 
load on a wagon they were not able to negotiate the hill until the old faithful, 
trolley car,came along! Attaching a chain to the car they were able to tow the 
house up onto level ground again. This was their first fire "station" at last. 
Going on to 1920,the Town bought additional milk cans to carry water. In 1922 — 
the Woonsocket Fire Department responded to a conflagration at Silver Lake that ~ 
destroyed the theater and other buildings. This was a shock that urged the Town 
to get their own equipment and a committee of nine was appointed in March of 1] ah. 
to consider plans. In 1928 they recommended that a Municipal Building be orig 
in the South end. In March of 1929 a new committeeof three was established to ~— 
carry out these plans. The old, now called "toolhouse", former "Fire Department — 
Building" was PeDaage? and moved beside the Center school and used by the highway — 

department. “an 
In July of 1929 the Town voted to buy land and build a "Community Building" t! 
with an appropriation of $20,000. This was opened to the public on Dec. 22, - 
and was designated as "Station # 1". Community activities were upstairs while a 
2-bay fire station with small assembly room, small kitchen and toilet facility on 
the first floor, The first Fire Chief was George Grant with Ralph Nutting as 
Fire Captain along with Fire Lt. Al Bonin. In 1931 a Ford Model A became their — 
first fire truck. This is at present the property of the South Bellingham ad ) 

men's Relief Association and was a donation from Retired Fire Chief Wasyl Ko 
This truck, identified as "Double 0" attracts a great deal of attention when 
participates in many parades throughout New England. First Fire Chief Georg 
Grant served about six months as he died from pneumonia which he got while r 
ing to a chimney fire in North Bellingham in the open cab truck during subzero 
weather, The first pay of the Chief was $.80 per hour and $.50 for the "call" © n 

In 1939 a pump on a truck was turned over to the Fire Department from the WPA 
Daa aks that had been used as a tester for water mains. It was 4 1940 Diamon 
Station # 2 was organized in the Center of Town in 1941. Carleton Gaskill was 
first Captain and. heir first truck, a Diamond T, was housed in a private garag 
. on Gaskill peae oe The first pisatay tie in ‘the Center was Vincent Thayer. — 
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945 it was voted to transfer Highway Department truck # to the Fire Depart- 
a brush fire truck, capable of travelling in the back rough country with a 
lon water tank and heavy bumpers. It was christened the "Nelliebelle" 3 
aluable service was received by the Town from this overloaded unit and the 
event for it was a mutual aid call to the Cape for a thousand acre brush 


| bought rubber cosss and hip boots in 198 and in 1949 Gas masks were added 
new caps and badges. Firemen's helmets were acquired in 1950 and a new 
Fire truck co replace the old 1930 model in Station # 1, South Bellingham, 
1953 resusitators were added to the equipment. 
the civic efforts of the Lions Club the first rescue vehicle was purchased 
Also the men bought Protective firefighters clothing from receipts of 
sters and raffles. The Bellingham Granges' Home and Community Service 
ttee headed by Mrs.Anna Patrick also ran card parties to defray the cost of 
oots and rubber coats. The Town has never been asked to purchase the dress 
ms t the men proudly wear in parades, Memorial Church Sunday and at the 
all. Each station has a social or relief club and monies have been 
Jonkey Ball Games, Chicken BarBQ, Dances and Family Outings, also Fire 
3, Musters, Circuses and the areas that have benefitted from these activ- 
been Scholarships, Little League, Explorer Scouts, Operation Santa 
thers. Many good times have been had together on fishing trips, bowl- 
3 and inter station soft ball games and musters. 
Fire Truck was purchased in 195), for station # 2 in the Center. 
sonsocket during the terrible flood of 1955. 
co-operation with the local Civil Defense organization we started to get 


7 a civic project was begun that has grown to unbelievable size-Operation 
la Money needed to operate this big project has been raised yearly by 

of the Center Firefighters Club during their August BarBQ. 
n # 3 was organized in the North section of town in 1960 with Bernard Joanis 
utenant. A Ford 750 GPM Pumper was bought for Station # 1 in South 


Cu-1961. The Town became the possessor of a new and modern ambulance 
of a $2600 fund drive by a group of civic minded people and a $5000 
n by the Town. It was a Siebert 105 ambulance. 

station was built in North Bellingham to house two fire trucks. 

d giving the equipment to the organization founded earlier in 1957. 
were felt in 1965 as the town grew rapidly the need for more room 
and Police Departments became evident. After many meetings the | 

was selected for the site to construct a Headquarters station for them. 
with part of the funds coming from Federal Assistance. However the 

, always been too small due to reducing the plans to equal the money 


eplace the old 191 Diamond T 500 GPM Pumper, 
nce-Rescue vehicle was bought in 1967 to replace the twelve year old 


her 750 GPM Pumper on a Ford chassis was purchased for the Center 


re Alarm division was established with Mr. Norman Trudeau as the first 
andent and town wide coverage was begun. Each year since then the system 
xtended. Today we have 52 Street Boxes, ll Master Boxes, 3 Station Boxes 
e Company box. Over 20 miles of overhead wires were needed. Paul 

the present Superintendent. 


ki was Chief from 1930 to 1952. Peter Kornicki succeeded him until 
he died, Deputy Chief Vincent Thayer assumed the post as Chief. 
ginning of the Fire Department the "Alarm of Fire" was a siren atop 
in that part of Town where it was desired to call the men. The need 
Y primary system was evident and each year for the next five the Town 

( alerting sets for the men. All men are now alerted by a Bellinghamn- 
their homes or cars. The location and type of fire is audibly broadcast. 
been started in 1969. | an 

‘gency calls in Bellingham increased as the Town grew; from 26 fires in 
fire and ambulance calls in 1970 and in 1975 1550 calls for emergency 

> received. As farms became housing developments men that were avail- 


hired Shae sone? sana see ieee l an ce 
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1971. A new 1971 ‘oidampbi te Setndntnapiag tea “Ambulance and. i 
added also. 

In 1972 two more permanent men were added to the force. 
ity who were hired: Oscar Trudeau, Marcel Crepeau, Leonard a 
John Ridolfi, Alfred Richard, Richard Lamoreaux and Thomas 
worked for a short period of time but returned to his previous emp 
In 1973 an International Forestry-Pumper for Station # 3 and a sec 
Ford Utility Aerial Ladder truck were acquired. The fire alarm di 
aerial truck to speed up their work. 
A new 197 Chevrolet Champion Guardian Ambulance was” bought to repli 
International Carry-All in 1975. Also this year A fe oagtcioy rules and | 
approved by the Chief, Town Counsel and the Board o n | 
to the firefighters. The new Town-wide Emergency telephone number — 
in service. Personnel Board members conducted a test and screenir 
John Ridolfi was advanced to the first Permanent Fire Lieutenant. 
advanced greatly in 1975. ns 
Forty- Bethe naar have seen many Sik hla men come and Bo; men ee meee 


that many — names worthy | of appearing in bay pa woke i perro ae seems 


mention any other than those that have been entered earlier, iy 


A few bouquets can be handed out in the Ambulance Division; ‘such as, 
Edmond Gentes, Ralph Baisley, Lyndon Murray, Marcel Crepeau--these a 
developed our Ambulance-Rescue Division into an outstanding civic serv 
has received many letters and commendations on their efforts. 


Firefighting is the most dangerous occupation in the United States of A 


I feel that there will always be a place in the Bellingham Fire Service 
Call and Permanent firefighters and we will always be indebted ho. ‘tk 


DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE BELLINGHAM FIRE DEPARTMENT 


Chief George Grant Paul Barrette Russe 

Ex-Chief Peter Kornicki Richard Billet 1 Wikia 
Lawrence Desjarlais Hi 

Capt. Carleton Gaskill Angelo Devenuto _ 

Capt. Paul Robidoux Charles Drury ee, ae 

Capt. Walter Vater Melvin Graves Py tee ry 

| Edmond Grenier | fee 

Lt. Ernest Belcher - Clifford Mowry ie, i 

Lt. Albert Bonin Raymond Mowry > Tae pee 

Lt. Lyndon Murray Lewis Patrick ies ris | 


IF FIRE STRIKES---REMEMBER: it's the first few minutes that co 
everyone in your family knows how to report a fire c | 

SMOKING HABITS---1/3 of all fires are the result of c 3s smoking 
Smoking in bed is the most dangerous of a4 25) bad habits. ' 


HEATING (stoves and furnaces)---Have all major heating appliances 
regulated before cold weather sets in. eae the vent | 
is in good condition. saad 

FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS---Keep gasoline “ALA; etal container: with a 
out of reach of children. REMEMBER!--Gasoline is a moto 
extremely dangerous when used as eyes agent. 


Lest we forget- -! FIREFIGHTERS. ARE- THE ‘MEN WHO RUN INTO B I 
ARE RUNNING OUT ORM elas oa 


We appreciate your loyal support for our Acuna 
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wi hat would You: do? 
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of the way—but clear a path— 
someone is in trouble. 


COMBUSTIBLES TOO NEAR 


FLOORS FIRST 
OPEN STAIRWAY 


¥YRON CONNECTED 
| JUNATTENDED 


FLOOR FURNACE E 
VENTED TO OUTSIDE 


ROVIDE SCREEN _ 
OVER CHIMNEY a = 


f OOR EXTENSION WIRING ~ 


ELECTRIC LIGHT if 
‘ aya! 


SMOKE FILLS UPPER 


What is a Fireman ? 


He's the guy next door. He's a man's man with 
the sharp memory of a little boy who never got 
over the excitement of engines, sirens, smoke 
and danger. 

Hets a guy like you and me with warts and worr- 
ies and unfulfilled dreams. Yet he stands tall- 
er than most of us. He's a Fireman. 

He puts it all on the line when the bell rings. 
A fireman is at once the most fortunate and the 
least fortunate of men. 

He's a man who savors life because he has seen 
too much of death. He's a gentle man because 
he has seen too much of the awesome power of 
violent forces out of control. 

He's a@ man responsive to a child's laughter 
because his arms have held too many small bodies 
that will never laugh again, 

He's a man who appreciates the simple pleasures 
of life... hot coffee held in numbed, unbending 
fingers...the flush of fresh air pumping trrou- 
gh smoke and fire convulsed lungs...a warm bed 
for bone and muscle compelled beyond feeling... 
the comraderie of brave men...the divine peace 
of selfless service and a job well done in the 
name of all men. 

He doesn't wear buttons or wave flags or shout 
obscenities and when he marches, it is to honor 
a fallen comrade. 

He doesn't preach the brotherhood of man. 


HE LIVES IT. 


Don't gamble with frre! 


~ UNLINED CHIMNEY 
Nae} POOR MORTAR JOINTS 
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RUBBI'SH IN ATTIC 
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SLEEPING WITH 
REDROOM DOOR OPEN AIR CONDITIONER 


, IMPROPERLY WIRED 
NO PLANNED 


oOSED | ESCAPE ROUTE Be 
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RUBBISH OVER 
“sieae’ 


ance PETENT _ is mee 
“by, VENT rave T zaals a 
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TREPLACE ie 
WITHOUT SCREEN mpropek ' FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS 
“ey, FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS ; IMPROPERLY STORED 


ei 


TOP ROW --. 


We rercat that we left you puzzled mnSte the Mammoth Bei igaaty oe 
1976 issue. Rev. John Leland of Grafton came under the i 
Noah Alden of Bellingham, was baptized and joined the Bapetaer ob 
High Street. He studied under Alden and went as a missionary to 

filled with the fervor of "Religious Freedom" that was prevalent 

ngham. Leland became a friend of James Madison and Jefferson. | 
siasm of Leland spilled over to them and through their efforts Virgi 
got religious freedom 50 years before Massachusetts ! Leland was ir 
Virginia from 1775 to 1791. He settled in Cheshire, Massachusetts wl 
returned in the fall of 1791. In the late summer of LOOT the 


became Presidents of our nasean later, Recithoueh Cheshire, 
the milk for the cheese---Leland was still “our Man". 


i i tl Re te ee be has ie ch eg Rn 


SMILES 


Someone “gave” me a SMILE. 
today ; 
I TRIED MY BEST to “give it 
away” 
To everyone I chanced to meet 
As I was going along the street! 


But everyone that I could see 
Would GIVE MY SMILE RIGHT 
BACK TO ME! 
When I got home, besides ONE 
smile 
I had enough to REACH A | 
MILE! on. anuiatian-ai ih’ > alanis 


